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Official Racing Rules

The following are portions of the racing rules of the North American Yacht Racing
Union, adopted 1965, and are reprinted with permission. Complete copies of the
official Racing Rules may be obtained from Corresponding Secretary, 37 West 44th

Street, New York, New York 10036.

Listed below are excerpts from those sections of the rules of most interest to

junior sailors and racing skippers.

PART 1: DEFINITIONS

Racing—A yacht is racing from her pre-
paratory signal until she has either finished
and cleared the finishing line and finish-
ing marks or retired, or until the race has

been cancelled, postponed, or abandoned,
except that in match or team races, the sail-
ing instructions may prescribe that a yacht
is racing from any spccified titne before
the preparatory signal.
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tee, a yacht shall take her own time when
she finishes, and report the time taken to
the Race Commiittee as soon as possible. If

there is no longer an established Ruishing

line, the finishing line shall be a line ex-
tending from the required side of the fin-
ishing mark, at right angles to the last leg
of the course, and 100 yards long or as
much longer as may be necessary to insure
adequate depth of waler in crossing it.
52—Touching a Mark
1. A yacht which either:—
(a) touches:—
(i) a starting mark before start-
ing;
(ii) a mark which begins, bounds

or ends the leg of the course on which
she is sailing; or
(iii) a finishing mark after Bnish.
ing, or
(b) causes a mark vessel to shift to -
avoid being touched, shall retire tm-
mediately, unless she claims that she -
was wronglully compelled to touch
it by another yacht, in which case
she shall protest. '
2. For the purposes of rule 52.1: Every
ordinary part of a mark ranks as part of it,
including a flag, flagpole, boom or holsted
boat, but excluding ground tackle and any
object either accidentally or temporasily
attached to it.



